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While Merlin’s staff are overhwhelmingly health professionals they run a first class internship scheme in a number of different head office roles for people with a range of backgrounds and intentions.

There are two intakes of interns a year in March and September. Some interns may have development qualifications but others have been taken on with such things as English and Divinity.

The internships help participants break the cycle of ‘no experience, no job and no job means no experience’.  Over six months interns get an exposure to the sector and crucial experience. Over 78% of interns from the most recent intake have subsequently found development related jobs either with Merlin or other organisations.
Applicants will need – fluent English, good IT skills, evidence of interest and commitment, good team work skills, initiative and a UK work permit.

Schemes available are Programmes (dealing with the overseas operations and head office), logistics, marketing (fundraising), Communications (press) and finance

Interns get help with lunch and travel expenses  but are otherwise unpaid. They are part time which theoretically enables interns to get paid work alongside the internship

Field Placements – at the end of six months of a successful internships there is a distinct possibility of a six months full time overseas field placement. Again these are unpaid but do have a cost of living allowance and all return fares are paid. These are not ‘observation’ placements but are practical hands on experiences. While these are not guaranteed everyone from the last intake who wanted one was able to do so.  

Internships are advertised on the Merlin web site but please check the site regularly because they are only posted up for a brief space of time. This means that Merlin will get around 100 applications for 13 places in each intake. 
