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Peace Brigades International

Susi Bascon – Director

1b Waterlow Road, London, N19 5NJ

Visit – October 2008  by Jeff Riley, Careers Adviser, King’s College London
I visited PBI to follow up some contact by an outreach worker (who has now moved on and is being replaced). 
Peace Brigades International (PBI) is a non-governmental organisation working to promote non-violence and protect human rights. It was set up in 1981 and currently has projects in Colombia, Indonesia, Mexico, Guatemala and Nepal. PBI field volunteers are symbols of the international community's will to ensure human rights are upheld. PBI goes into countries where its international presence has been requested and would be effective in dissuading violence, providing protective accompaniment to persecuted activists at grassroots level and with communities and organisations experiencing violent conflict. PBI effectively deters potential aggressors from perpetrating acts of violence, and in so doing, widens the democratic space in which local activists can safely manoeuvre, thereby creating a "space for peace".

Opportunities

PBI UK supports the work of the field projects by recruiting and training volunteers, raising funds, spreading awareness of human rights violations in project areas and building networks of political and moral support PBI regularly recruit international observers and have regular ad hoc positions for volunteers in its head office near Archway, north London.
International Observers  For long engagements in conflict situations – for example  Colombia, Guatemala, Mexico, Indonesia and Nepal. PBI helps to protect organisations and individuals who have requested their involvement.   You must be fluent in the language of the country you attend to be an international observer and be available for a 12-18month engagement but beyond that there are few formal qualifications specified.

Other volunteer positions – positions are for a minimum of six months and cover a range of different roles. For example press and communications officer, parliamentary officer, trust fundraising volunteer and website publicity officer

Orientation Weekend PBI is holding an orientation weekend for potential volunteers from Friday 28th to Sunday 30th November at Edale Peak District. The Orientation Weekend is the first step in the preparation and training of potential PBI volunteers and provides an opportunity for those interested to explore the possibility of joining a volunteer team.  The orientation weekend will serve as a good general introduction to PBI, its philosophy, aims and work.  It is designed as an informative and enjoyable weekend for anyone wanting to learn more about the work of PBI, both in Britain and on the teams. You will also explore issues such as non-violence, consensus decision-making and conflict resolution through discussions, role-plays, team exercises, workshops and games.  The weekend runs from Friday evening until Sunday afternoon and has a cost of £65 waged, £55 low-waged and £45 un-waged. If you are interested, please download an application and booking form http://www.peacebrigades.org. uk and send them to us together with a cheque made payable to PBI UK (see address below).

For more information about PBI please visit www.peacebrigades.org, e-mail PBI UK at coordinator@peacebrigades.org.uk or ring PBI UK on 020 7281 5370
