	Find out more about…
Working in Human Rights 
and Civil Liberties
	[image: image1.jpg]College
[.LONDON

University of London






The following information will help you to find out more about working in the field of human rights and civil liberties with a particular focus on law. Many information sources are available online and this sheet will direct you to useful websites. In addition, you will find some sources of information within the Careers Service that are not available online, such as books, directories and information from professional bodies and other organisations.
Sources of information

Online
For comprehensive links to research guides, resources, human rights organisations, human rights courts and journals, go to the University of Kent's "Lawlinks" webpage, www.kent.ac.uk/lawlinks/ and click on "Human Rights" in the left-hand menu. 
Journals

The Human Rights Brief, free online at www.wcl.american.edu/hrbrief, is published by the Center for Human Rights and Humanitarian Law at the Washington College of Law. It reports on developments in international human rights and humanitarian law and provides concise legal analysis of cutting edge human rights issues. 

Law, Social Justice and Global Development (LGD), also free online at http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/law/elj/lgd/, covers a range of legal topics, such as human rights, social justice, democratisation, constitutionalism, which relate to the impact of globalisation on social development.

The Amicus Journal, www.amicus-alj.org/journal.htm, reports on capital punishment worldwide and provides a forum for dialogue on issues concerning the death penalty and related topics. It features news from around the world, case reports, book reviews, and front line reportage from interns working in capital defence offices. Some articles on the death penalty are from the perspective of disciplines other than law. Membership, including access to the electronic journal, costs £10 a year for students.

Finding Law Firms and Training Contracts
It is worth noting that, like other areas of law, entry requirements vary with some firms being very competitive to enter. When trying for training contracts, it helps to be as flexible as possible, and having work experience is essential in most cases. See the work experience section below for more information on this.
To find law firms that deal with and specialise in Human rights issues, use the Law Society’s law firm search. Go to www.lawsociety.org.uk/, click on “Choosing and Using Solicitors” then “Find a Solicitor”. For the search, select “Civil Liberties and Human Rights”. By clicking on “More Search Options”, you can tick the Training Contracts box which brings up firms authorised to offer them.

Also, the UK Chambers & Partners guide, www.chambersandpartners.com, gives information on the leading human rights law firms in the UK. Click on “Search Chambers UK” and select the search term “Civil Liberties”.
The large, hardback Chambers Directory available in the Careers Service at Waterloo lists the leading law firms in relevant fields by location.  
Larger firms such as Fisher Meredith, www.fishermeredith.co.uk/recruitment, can have around 16 trainees in any given year! The closing date for 2009 applicants is usually late April 2008. However, note that many smaller firms do not recruit such a long way in advance, a year or even less, and instead recruit students currently on or soon exiting an LPC. You may need to contact firms directly to find out if and when they advertise training contracts.
Finding Work Experience

As human rights is a niche field and highly competitive to get into, you will need to show a commitment to this area through involvement in related organisations whenever possible and in any capacity. Some prominent organisations and NGOs covering human rights in the UK, Europe and internationally include:
· Amnesty International www.amnesty.org 
· Human Rights Interest www.hri.ca 
· AIRE centre (Advice on Individual Rights in Europe) www.airecentre.org in Geneva welcomes applications from prospective volunteers and interns. Contact them for more information. 

· The Association for the Prevention of Torture www.apt.ch welcomes interns and volunteers.

· The British Institute of Human Rights www.bihr.org, based in London, takes on interns and volunteers in their offices or for help with one-off tasks or projects. There is a volunteering section on their website.
· British Irish Rights Watch www.birw.org 
· The Committee on the Administration of Justice www.caj.org.uk, dealing with the conflict in Northern Ireland and based in Belfast, regularly takes volunteers.
· Doctors for Human Rights www.phruk.org 
· Human Rights Watch www.hrw.org 

· The International Federation of Human Rights www.fidh.org/_news.php3 
· Interights www.interights.org, based in London, sometimes seeks volunteers. 
· Liberty www.liberty-human-rights.org.uk, based in London, regularly seeks volunteers for information line and admin work. 

· The Medical Foundation for the Care of Victims of Torture www.torturecare.org.uk encourages and welcomes fundraising activities. 
· Redress www.redress.org,based in London, advertises volunteer and internship vacancies. 

· Reprieve www.reprieve.org.uk. Reprieve is frequently looking for volunteers. Reprieve lawyers represent people facing the death penalty but you don’t need to have legal training to volunteer. See their website for details. 
· The World Organisation Against Torture www.omct.org 

Although not all of these need volunteers, most have mailing lists, links, events and lists of further contacts that could all be useful in finding relevant experience.

You might also want to join the Human Rights Lawyers Association www.hrla.co.uk . Membership is free for law students and trainees and they might offer some valuable contacts for work experience.
As well as enquiring about training contracts with law firms, detailed in the section above, it can be worthwhile writing to enquire about work experience. Bindman & Partners, www.bindmans.com, amongst other firms, often advertise paralegal vacancies on their website.
Courses
If you decide that a postgraduate course specialising in human rights or a related field would be beneficial to you, there are many available around the country. A search on the “Postgraduate Study” section of the Prospects website, www.prospects.ac.uk, lists over 50 masters courses in London alone when using the keyword “Human Rights”. 
Other websites that include search facilities for postgraduate courses include www.postgrad.hobsons.com and www.findamasters.com. More information, including searching for courses overseas, is available from the Careers Service.  
	King’s College London Careers Service is part of 

The Careers Group, University of London
	[image: image2.png]the
Careers Group

Universityof London -






Jessica Barton, Careers Information Officer, King’s College London – 10/10/07


[image: image2.png]