
First degree in relevant technical or 
professional subject EG Engineering, 
Nursing, Urban Planning, Accountancy, 
Agriculture, Development Economics

First degree is in related  subject
EG Social Sciences,  Geography, 
Economics

Take a specialised Masters 
building on your professional 
qualifications EG water sanitation
 nutrition

Take a Masters building 
on your international 
experience

Get some related international 
experience  for professionals EG  
via VSO, Skillshare  
UN Voluteer programme

Get some related international 
experience for generalists EG  SPW or   
VSO ‘Youth For Development’ scheme

Apply for entry level
development jobs

Take a short specialised 
course EG  via RedR or Merlin

Paid internships

Apply for specialist 
development jobs

Volunteering 1 to 3 days per week with  a  UK NGO while studying

Significant International ExperienceFirst Degree

Yes

No

Yes

NoFirst degree is in unrelated subject EG  
English, History, Business Studies

Professional qualifications
in a Development related 
organisation EG Crown 
Agents

Professional qualifications 
in a non-Development 
organisation

Some routes into International Development

Job

These are some suggested routes that highlight the combination of qualifications and 
practical experience needed to start an International Development Career.  It does not 
cover the entire range of possible routes.

For example, a Masters level qualification is not necessarily needed to begin a career in 
the sector.  Similiarly many people will choose to take a Masters course before getting 
significant international experience.
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